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President’s Message 

 
 This year marks a significant milestone for MGS – the 20th anniversary of the founding of the Society.  From 

an initial gathering in November of 1991 consisting of 16 individuals that shared a common interest in fossils and 
minerals, the MGS has grown into an organization today of more than 100 individuals.  If you have not already done so, I 
would encourage you to go the History link on the MGS website to read the essay by Dick Grier Jr. on the formation and 
early years of MGS. 

Former MGS President Mel Hurd has graciously volunteered to be the primary person to help organize an event 
to celebrate this important moment in the Society’s history.  In order to bring such an event to fruition, we will need to 
make some decisions at the March meeting.  If you have ideas that you would like to propose or might be interested in 
helping with the preparation and logistics of staging a 20th anniversary event, please let it be known at the March 
meeting or contact one of us via email, website, or phone.  Let’s make this an event to remember. 
 
Cheers, 
Rick 

 
 

Dates to Remember 

 

Sunday, March 20, 2011 – Next MGS Meeting 
 

Meeting Time and Location 
11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

Bowie Community Center, 3209 Stonybrook Drive, Bowie, MD 20715 
 

Mineral of the Meeting: Brazilianite.  Bring a few choice specimens to the meeting. 
  

Dr. Cari Corrigan will speak on “Antarctic meteorites” 
 

2011 Dues are Due 
 

 
 

Believe none of what you hear and only half of what you see. 
 

                        ~  Benjamin Franklin 
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Meeting Dates & Programs for 2011 

 

  March 20:  Antarctic Meteorites   July 17:  General Meeting 
  May 15:  Joint MGS & AFF Meeting  September 18:  Auction 
    November 20:  Elections & Pizza Party 
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Maryland Geological Society 
Founded in 1991, MGS is 
comprised of both amateur and 
professional mineral and fossil 
collectors.  MGS emphasizes 
collecting, identification, study 
and display aspects of the 
geological sciences. A nonprofit 
organization, MGS is  affiliated 
with the American Federation 
of Mineralogical Societies 
(AFMS) and the Eastern 
Federation of Mineralogical and 
Lapidary Societies (EFMLS). 

Dues 

Dues are $15.00 per individual 
adult member.  Applications for 
membership may be obtained from 
the MGS website or by contacting 
the Membership Chairman, Mike 
Folmer, at 417 West Maple Road, 
Linthicum, MD 21090, (410) 850-
0193.  Dues are payable by 
January 1st of each year.  

Meetings 
Meetings are held bimonthly, 
beginning in January at the Bowie 
Community Center, located at 
3209 Stonybrook Drive, Bowie, 
MD, (301)464-1737.  The doors 
open at 11:00 AM and the 
meetings are completed by 3:00 
PM.  Club meetings will be held as 
scheduled so long as the Bowie 
Community Center is open.  

The Rostrum 
Published bimonthly beginning in 
January.  Submit material for 
publication electronically to   
Isaiah.423@juno.com or by mail 
to Gerald Elgert, 9910 Lorain 
Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 
20901. 

Website 

www.ecphora.net/mgs/       
Material for the website should 
be sent to Daryl Serafin at   
dkjjserafin@comcast.net.  

Correspondence 

Direct mail to Gary & Cindy 
Lohman, 21995 Barkentine 
Court, Great Mills, MD 20634.  
Phone: (301) 862-1957. 
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 20th Anniversary Celebration Update 
Mel Hurd 

 
 We’re making progress in the planning for our celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the founding of the 
Maryland Geological Society.  I want to thank all the members who have already joined the effort by submitting ideas 
and by stepping forward to help.  This is your celebration and will be what you make it.  Here’s a brief status report on 
the four key questions we need to address to make this a success: 
 

 What? – From the comments made at the January club meeting and from the e-mails I’ve received, it is clear 
that the membership would like a casual dress dinner event and is willing to pay a share of the cost.  No decision has been 
made about the specific share of the cost, but 50% was mentioned at the meeting.  Among the items that still need to be 
decided and organized is the menu.  Michael Hutchins, who has made a fantastic offer as to venue (see Where below), 
has suggested a cookout in lieu of catering. 
 

 Where? – Michael Hutchins has generously made his home available for the event.  He lives in an easily 
accessible area, just off the (Washington, D.C.) Capitol Beltway.  This is a wonderful offer and we all thank Michael for 
answering this key question. 
 

 When? – In consultation with Michael, we are looking at dates in late summer or early fall when his home will be 
available. He expects to be at the March meeting and will have dates for our consideration. 
 

 Activities? – I'm working on a 20th anniversary logo and have contacted a t-shirt shop about this.  I will also 
talk to the embroidery people.  In addition, we will be preparing certificates to honor the “Founders” of the club.  We 
still need ideas for fun activities at the event. 
 
 Though we are moving forward, there is still a great deal to do.  Please do your part by attending the next 
meeting, contributing your ideas, volunteering, and otherwise helping to celebrate 20 great years.  You can contact me at 
mhurd@bislink.com. 
 
 

Antarctic Meteorites 

A Lecture by Dr. Cari Corrigan for the March Meeting    
Gerald Elgert 

 
 
 Dr. Cari Corrigan, a planetary scientist at the Smithsonian Institution's Museum of 
Natural History, will be the featured speaker for our March meeting. At the Smithsonian, Dr. 
Corrigan curates the Antarctic meteorite collection. She makes periodic visits to Antarctica 
where the meteorites are just lying on the surface of the ice. Apparently one just drives around 
in a snow mobile to find them. The clear ice makes them easy to spot and like fossils, the ice is 
constantly eroding away, exposing new material. She will be also be mixing in some amusing 
anecdotes of her experiences there and will bring along some samples.    
 
(Photo courtesy Smithsonian Institution) 
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Dinosaur Hunting In Maryland 

Rick Smith’s Inspiring Talk at the January MGS Meeting 
Jim Stedman 

 
 With his talk on dinosaur hunting in Maryland, MGS President Rick Smith entertained and informed the many 
members who attended the club’s January meeting.  His presentation succeeded on many levels.  Rick certainly knows this 
topic well having found many dinosaur bones over the past dozen years.  In late 1998, at a site in Arbutus, Maryland, he 
made an impressive discovery of part of the femur of an Astrodon johnstoni, Maryland’s state dinosaur.  His find now 
resides in the Maryland Science Center in Baltimore, and it may well match the partial femur found at the same site a 
decade earlier, a specimen that is part of the Smithsonian’s collection. 

 Rick took club members through background on dinosaurs in general, and their 
presence in Maryland in particular.  He recounted the history of the discovery in the state of 
dinosaur fossils and ichnofossils in Triassic, and Early and Late Cretaceous formations.  He 
described the steps that led to his own discovery in 1998 – from listening to a presentation by 
paleontologist Peter Kranz at the Arbutus Elementary School, to scouting for likely sites, and, 
shortly thereafter, to hunting on that fateful day. 
 If you want to “relive” that day in 1998 when Rick found the Astrodon johnstoni 
partial femur, you might enjoy the article about it that appeared in the Baltimore Sun titled A 
Case of Beginner's Luck for an Amateur Geologist:  He Discovers Dinosaur Leg Bone in 
Arbutus (December 5, 1998).  The web address is: 
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/1998-12-05/news/1998339006_1_astrodon-kranz-dinosaur-
bone 

 His talk served another purpose.  Rick encouraged MGS members to share their paleontological interests and 
knowledge with their local communities.  Indeed, the heart of his presentation was a PowerPoint presentation that he 
uses in talks to such audiences as older school groups, scientific societies in fields other than paleontology, and scouts.  
For elementary school groups, he is more likely to engage the children in very basic discussions about dinosaurs, 
accompanied by a nifty toy dinosaur that roars impressively and by containers of gravel or sand “spiked” with fossils for 
the children to find.  Rick described how school teachers and others are eager to host presentations on paleontological 
topics for audiences that range from elementary school aged children to senior citizens.  The personal rewards from 
these contacts are many.  In all of these efforts, Rick noted that he serves as an ambassador from the club by 
highlighting his affiliation with the MGS. 
 Though Rick insisted that his PowerPoint presentation really wasn’t intended for the gathered MGS members, 
possibly believing that all of us knew everything he had to say about dinosaurs, he had more than a little to teach me.  
For any listener who might not have included dinosaurs among their paleontological favorites, Rick ‘s talk really gave them 
a boost. 
 Shortly after Rick’s talk to the MGS meeting, the American Experience TV show aired a superb episode titled 
The Dinosaur Wars (http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/dinosaur/player/) centering on the vicious 
competition to find dinosaur fossils that raged in the latter half of the 19th century between paleontologists Edward 
Drinker Cope and Othniel Charles Marsh.  A great book, The Gilded Dinosaur by Mark Jaffe (2000), recounts the story in 
more detail.  As Rick noted in his presentation, Maryland has direct connection to the dinosaur wars.  Yale paleontologist 
Marsh sent fossil collector John Bell Hatcher to Maryland in search of dinosaur fossils in the Arundel Clay.  Hatcher 
scooped up a lot, finding specimens from most of the species that are known to have lived around here.  There’s another 
connection.  Early in his career, the other protagonist in this drama, Edward Cope, had been the protégé of Joseph Leidy 
of the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, the man who formally described and named Astrodon johnstoni. 
 Thank you, Rick, for an interesting talk and one that should inspire others to follow your lead. 
 
Additional Resources 

 For more information, visit the Maryland Geological Survey’s website (http://www.mgs.md.gov/) where an 
overview of dinosaurs in Maryland is available (http://www.mgs.md.gov/esic/features/mddino.html) as well as a fact 
sheet titled Astrodon johnstoni: the Maryland State Dinosaur (http://www.mgs.md.gov/esic/fs/fs12.html).  In addition, 
Dr. Peter Kranz has extensive material on dinosaurs in Maryland at his website:  http://www.dinosaurfund.org. 
(Rick’s photograph taken by Gerald Elgert.) 
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  Trip Report 

C&D Canal and the Odessa Petrified Wood Site 
Gerald Elgert 

 
Talk about picking a windy day! Michael Hutchins had called earlier in the week of February 19th, seeking a 

release from a bit of late winter cabin fever. I then called John Wolf who lives nearby the canal and he had been talking 
with Fred Schweizerhof of the Delaware Valley Paleontology Society and we all agreed to meet the following Saturday. 
Having collected at the canal spoils site many times previously, we knew how to deal with bursts of cold wind that usually 
punctuate the change of seasons at this time of year. The trick is to just crouch down behind a berm or hillside. Well, 
with gusts approaching 50 mph, this didn’t work. The wind managed to spill and force sand into every nook and cranny of 
our clothing and even behind our glasses. Even walking was difficult, especially when the wind let up for just a second and 
then pushed forward again. Pickings were sparse but included a nicely preserved Squalicorax tooth found by John, an 
Enchodus tooth by Michael and a fragment of a teleost fish vertebra by me. Fred found a Baculites ovatus. What was 
really neat was the specimen had multiple segments much like its counterpart in the Pierre Shale of Dakota. This is fairly 

uncommon at the C&D canal. 
Everyone found an abundance of Exogyra and Ostrea shells but there was a relative paucity of belemnites and 

even those we found were quite small. None of the larger ones, approaching an inch in diameter, have been found in 
recent years.  

Heading homeward we stopped off at the petrified wood site 
near Odessa. The former cornfield is in the beginning stages of 
construction for a complex of buildings and athletic fields for a new 
high school.  Much of the area has been graded and leveled. What is 
being learned is that the wood was in a subsurface level and not 
deeper down.  Isolated small pieces are still to be found. The proper 
identification of the species and even the geological era is still a 
mystery. My own research suggests taxodioids of an Eocene origin.  
One major problem is in comparing long dead species to those of a 
more recent time. I have specimens that resemble modern Sequoia 
yet that doesn’t fit into a swampy environment for the taxodioids. I 
solicit your insights and suggestions. There is a small cadre 
interested in resolving this mystery. 
 Though, it might have been a better day to fly a kite. 
 
(Photo of Fred, Michael, John and Gerald by the author) 
 
 

Mineral of the Meeting:  Brazilianite 
Bob Farrar 

  
 For the March meeting of MGS, the Mineral of the Meeting will be brazilianite.  While not of much economic 
importance, brazilianite is an interesting mineral from a collector’s standpoint, and also has some minor use as a 
gemstone. 

 Brazilianite is a member of the phosphate group, specifically, a hydrous sodium 
aluminum phosphate, with a chemical formula of NaAl3(PO4)2(OH)4.  It forms monoclinic  
crystals which may be roughly equidimensional or short prismatic.  It can also form 
globular aggregates with a radiating structure.  Brazilianite is typically yellow to yellow-
green, but may also be colorless.  It is moderately hard, with a hardness of 5.5, and has a 
specific gravity of 2.98. Color, crystal form, and occurrence (typically pegmatites) are 
fairly distinctive for brazilianite. 
 Brazilianite typically occurs in granitic pegmatites, though there are exceptions.  
It crystalizes late in the process of formation of pegmatites, generally in pockets, where 

the crystals grow freely and are often cleanly terminated.  As one might suspect from its name, brazilianite was indeed 
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first found in Brazil, at Corrego Frio ("Cold Creek"), near Linopolis, Minas Gerais in 1942.  There, spectacular crystals up 
to 6 inches were found.  It has since been found at several other localities in the same area.  Not too long after it was 
found in Brazil, it was found in New Hampshire.  In that state, it has been found at the Palermo and Fletcher mines in 
Grafton Co., and the Smith Quarry near Newport.  It has also been found at the Bell Pit at Newry, Maine.  An unusual, 
non-pegmatite locality is Rapid Creek, Yukon Territory, Canada, source of a wide array of phosphate minerals.  There it 
occurs in fissures in phosphatic sediments. 
 Brazilianite is of some value as a gemstone.  When clean enough, it can be faceted into a rather pretty stone.  At 
a hardness of 5.5, it may not be durable enough for use in rings, but can be used in other jewelry. 
 Brazilianite is not always easy to come by. Production in Brazil, still the main source, is somewhat sporadic.  
Typically, someone finds a pocket, it is available for a while, and then no more, until the next pocket is found.  However, 
there is enough of it on the mineral market that with a little looking most collectors can add brazilianite to their 
collections. 
 
(Photo courtesy Wikipedia) 
 
 

A Visit to Olduvai Gorge and the Ngorongoro Crater: Cradle of Humankind 
Michael Hutchins 

 
 My wife Song and I spent two weeks traveling 

through Tanzania, East Africa in mid-January, 2011.  Our 
primary goal was to visit the Ngorongoro Crater and 
Serengeti National Park, and to observe and photograph the 
migration of hundreds of thousands of wildebeest, zebra 
and various other hoofed mammals that occurs at that time 
of the year. The migration is one of the world’s great 
remaining natural phenomena and something that, as a 
biologist, I had long dreamed of experiencing firsthand.  
We weren’t disappointed. During the trip, we were able to 
observe vast herds moving into the southern and central 
Serengeti.  In addition, we recorded nearly 30 species of 
mammals, including 50 lions, 15 cheetah (including an 
opportunity to observe two cheetah kills) and 8 leopards, 
and more than 80 species of birds. However, one additional 
benefit of the trip was a chance to visit Olduvai Gorge, one 
of the world’s best known paleontological sites. 

 Olduvai is a 30 mile long, 295 foot deep rocky 
gorge located southeast of the Serengeti Plains. It is part 
of the huge Ngorongoro Conservation Area, a vast landscape 
of mixed savannah and woodlands in which the local Masaai 
people (who call the area “Oldupai”) graze their cattle, 
donkeys and goats, alongside some of the greatest 
concentrations of wildlife remaining on the continent. The 
site’s deposits, which were once situated on the edge of a 
large lake, contain a rich diversity of Plio-Pleistocene 
fossils, including the remains of early hominids, ancient 
giraffe, elephants, hippos, antelope and a wide variety of 
other animals.  The rock formations there represent fine-grained clays and mudstones deposited at the bottom of the 
lake, and these formations are intermingled with lava and alluvial fan deposits due to fluctuations in the depth of the 
lake. Several sedimentary beds have been exposed by stream action and erosion representing a span from 5.3 million to 
15,000 years ago.  The lake formed during the developmental history of Bed I and continued until Bed IV was formed, at 
which time it completely dried up.  

Evidence of hominid habitation is present from Bed I through recent times. Homonid fossils found in Bed I (1.7-
2.1 mya) and Bed II (1.15-1.7 mya) include Australopithecus (formerly Zinjanthropus) boisei, Homo habilis and Homo 
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erectus.  Some of the earliest stone tools have also been found there, representing the Olduwan and Acheulian 
industries. Also discovered was a circle of lava rocks, probably one of the earliest examples of a crude shelter. The 
discovery of the 1.9 million year-old Homo habilis in 1960 confirmed that Australopithicus was likely not in the direct line 
of human ancestry, but rather that human evolution was more complex than previously thought, with perhaps several 
parallel lineages.  Immortalized by the work of paleoanthropologists Louis and Mary Leakey, this site was often featured 
in the pages of National Geographic in the 1960s. Reading these stories stimulated my early interest in paleontology and 
anthropology, and that alone made our brief visit to the site very special. Paleontological and archaeological work at the 
site continues to this day.  

A small museum has been built on the site and recounts the history and significance of the many discoveries 
made there.  There are displays of fossil mammals, homonids and stone tools, as well as detailed descriptions of the 
Leaky family’s and other scientists’ work over many decades. Visitors are also treated to lectures by local experts, who 
discuss the history and significance of the site and answer any questions that people might have. While I was itching to 
do some collecting myself, this is a highly protected site of great scientific significance, and that simply was not possible. 
Instead, I had to console myself with the knowledge that I had visited one of the world’s most famous paleontological 
sites and walked in the footsteps of the Leaky family. Having personally visited Olduvai, I certainly better appreciate 
their important contributions to our understanding of human evolution. Though still denied by many, the discovery of 
fossil homonids is clear and concrete evidence of our humble origins. 
 
(Photo of the Ngorongoro Crater by Michael Hutchins) 
 
 

 Shows and Events 

 
March 19-20 – 47th Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of 
Montgomery County, MD, at the Montgomery County Fairgrounds, 16 Chestnut Street, Gaithersburg, MD.  For more 
information, including coupons for discount admission, go to http://www.glmsmc.com/show.shtml.  
 
April 1-3 – Annual Atlantic Micromounters Conference sponsored by the Micromineralogists of the National Capital 
Area.  MHA Conference Center, 6820 Deerpath Road, Elkridge, MD.  Information and registration flyer at:  
http://varockshop.com/pochtecas/pub/AMConfRegistration.pdf.  For registration, contact S. Weinberger at 
cscrystals2@verizon.net. 
 

April 2-3 – Mineral Treasures and Fossil Fair – 2011 Annual Show and Sale sponsored by The Philadelphia 
Mineralogical Society and the Delaware Valley Paleontological Society, at the Lulu Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth 
Meeting, PA.  The hours for the show are Saturday, April 2, from 10 am to 5 pm, and Sunday, April 3, from 10 am to 4 
pm.  Admission is $5 for adults and $1 for children.  For more information, see the DVPS website at:  
http://dvps.essentrix.net/. 
 
April 11-17 – Wildacres Spring Classes sponsored by the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies.  
List of classes and speakers during this week-long event can be found in the January issue of the EFMLS News at 
http://www.amfed.org/efmls/efjan11.pdf and on the EFMLS website at http://www.amfed.org/efmls/wildacres.htm. 
 

May 21-22 – Annual Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Show hosted by the Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society at Ruhl 
Armory, MD Rt. 45 at I-695, Towson, MD.  For information on the show, visit the club’s website at:  
http://chesapeake.rockclub.us/ . 
 
Continuing - The Grier fossil & mineral collections are up for sale by Dick, Sr. and Jr. at 10% off.  There are literally 
hundreds of mostly competition quality specimens available, and close to one thousand in all sizes.  Specimens are both 
self-collected and purchased world wide.  We have been collecting for over 45 years.  Still remaining are thousands of 
worldwide shark teeth, some very rare, obtained by trading with European collectors over the Internet.  There are large 
numbers of ammonites, echinoids, and brachiopods, as well as fern fossils, vertebrate fossils and others.  The minerals 
remaining include gold, emeralds, silver minerals, topazes, beryls, tourmalines, aquamarines, amethyst and heliodor. 
Minerals range from micromount and thumbnail size to museum-size.  All specimens are crystallized.  So far the 
meteorites, dinosaur teeth and the larger shark teeth have been sold, as well as my collection of tourmalines from around 
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the world. Please come and visit us by appointment.  Arrange for an appointment by calling Dick Grier, Sr. at (410)285-
5554.  We live in Dundalk, a south east suburb of Baltimore, at 8052 Kavanagh Road.  “Come by and see us,” says Dick! 
 
 

Thank You for Recent Donations 
Dick Grier, Jr. 

 
Dick Grier, Jr.: 
   a.  2 Amazonite crystals – Park County, Colorado 
   b.  Quartz crystals – Isaac Creek, Virginia 
   c.  2 Diploidal Pyrite crystal groups – Huntsville, Ohio 
 
Donations to the club are important to the financial well-being of the club.  They are used in the annual and silent 
auctions and for door prizes. 
 
 

Haven’t Paid Your 2011 Dues? 

Then This is Your Last Issue of The Rostrum 

 
 The annual dues for the club were due January 1.  This is a real bargain at only $15 for the year.  To pay your 
dues, please see Mike Folmer, Membership Chair, at an MGS meeting or send Mike a check made out to the Maryland 
Geological Society.  His address is 417 West Maple Road, Linthicum, MD 21090.  His phone number is (410) 850-0193.  
Remember, only dues paying members receive The Rostrum, receive notices of MGS trips, and are allowed to participate 
in those trips. 
 
 

Field Trips – An Update 
Rick Smith, Interim Field Trip Coordinator 

  
 The Maryland Geological Society is an advocate of responsible collecting. The society has permission to collect in 
all of the sites listed that require such permission. Most trips are weather dependent and some require at least an 
average level of physical fitness. Field trips are restricted to MGS members only. Everyone will be required to sign a 
Release Form.  A copy is attached with this issue of The Rostrum.  The form will need to be turned in to the Field Trip 
Leader or a copy needs to be on file with the Field Trip Coordinator.  Once you have a copy on file, the Field Trip Leader 
can just contact me for verification. 
 If you have questions, suggestions, or might be interested in leading a trip, please contact me via email at 
rick.smith.mgs@gmail.com or during evening hours by telephone at (410)247-3961. 
 
March 19th (Saturday) to the petrified wood site at Odessa and to the C&D Canal, Delaware – Trip Leader John 

Wolf.  This will be a combined trip with the Calvert Marine Museum Fossil Club, the West Virginia Fossil Club, and the 
Delaware Valley Paleontological Society. To sign up for this trip, email or call me and your information will be relayed to 
the trip leader.  Directions and an inclement weather plan will be provided soon after. The group will meet about 9:00 AM 
near Odessa, the specific meeting place is still to be determined.  The plan is to make the Odessa petrified wood site the 
focus of the trip because it will likely disappear beneath a newly constructed high school sometime soon. (See a report on 
this elsewhere in The Rostrum).   From Odessa, the trip will continue on to the C&D Canal to search for late Cretaceous 
marine fossils. 
 
April 2nd (Saturday) to the Maryland Dinosaur Park, Muirkirk, Maryland – Trip Leader Gerald Elgert.  This site has 
been called the most important dinosaur site east of the Mississippi and features 14 known species. The site is a county 
park and all important finds become property of the Smithsonian Institution with full credit given. Come join us as we will 
collect alongside the professionals. No experience needed. A lecture will be given at the park on what to look for and how 
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to collect. Members should contact Gerald at isaiah.423@juno.com or (301)681-5720 if they are interested in 

attending. More information and directions can be found at www.dinosaurfund.org. 

 

April 30th (Saturday) to Red Hill, Pennsylvania – Trip Leader Bob Asreen, Jr. This will be a joint trip to Red Hill for 
members of the Maryland Geological Society and the Delaware Mineralogical Society arranged by Bob Asreen, Jr.  
Everyone will meet at the Red Hill site on Saturday, April 30th (with Sunday May 1st as a rain date) at 10AM.  Members 
should contact Bob at rcasreenjr@msn.com if they are interested in attending. If you do not have email access, please 
call me at the number above and I will relay your information to him.  Bob will provide directions and other information 
about the site. The trip will be limited to 15 MGS members. Children must be at least 13 years of age and escorted by a 
parent in order to attend. The Red Hill site is a Late Devonian fossil site located in central Pennsylvania (Clinton County).  
It was formed about 361 million years ago by a large lowland river with extensive floodplains.  A variety of animal and 
plant fossils have been recovered from this site, the most renowned of which are the earliest known tetrapods from 
North America.  Last year at our joint AFF/MGS meeting, Dr. Ted Daeschler, Associate Curator of Vertebrate Zoology 
at the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, PA, gave an excellent presentation on his research at the Red Hill 
fossil site. 
 
May 1st (Sunday) to Swope’s Farm site, Pennsylvania – Trip Leader Gerald Elgert.  This trip is designed to be 
combined with the Red Hill trip on the day prior, but can be a single day trip for those interested.  The Swope’s Farm 
site is also Devonian in age and features corals, trilobites, and gastropods. Members should contact Gerald at 
isaiah.423@juno.com or 240-271-6849 if they are interested in attending. Overnight accommodations for the weekend 
can be made at the Sportsmans Hotel and Restaurant at (570)923-9968 or Yesterdays, a 1950’s style restaurant and 
hotel in Renovo at (570)923-2642. 
 

News from Lee Creek, NC:  The PCS Mine in Aurora, NC has canceled all fossil collecting for the spring of 2011 due to 
safety concerns associated with the reconfiguration of the mining activities. Mine officials will make a determination for 
a possible fall collecting season sometime this summer. 
 
Virginia Museum of Natural History field trips: The museum offers trips that are led by the resident staff and they 
charge a modest fee.  The 2011 schedule has not yet been posted, but information can be found at 
http://www.vmnh.net/index.cfm/topic/field-trip-adventures. 
 
 

Minutes of the January 16th Meeting 
Gary & Cindy Lohman 

 
President’s Report:  Rick Smith called the meeting to order at 12:21PM, following a brief meeting of the MGS board of 
directors.  Rick announced that Brady Hamilton had been selected for the MGS Lifetime Award.  Brady had stepped 
forward and taken the reins of MGS presidency when nobody else wanted to and had done a superb job, including bringing 
in interesting and fresh speakers to the meetings. The club’s literary awards were given to Garrett Cooper (1st place) and 
Michael Hutchins (2nd place). Garrett’s article on fossil diving was fascinating and riveting. Michael has been a 
tremendous contributor with multiple well written articles. 
New Members:  New members Jenna, Jamie, and Ryan Fairson introduced themselves and were welcomed by the club. 
Vice President’s Report:  There was no VP report, as Eric Seifter was on his way back from Europe.  
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as written by Rick Smith. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Dave Andersen reported that all bills have been paid, including the insurance and meeting room fees 
for the 1st quarter of 2011. Also, the club’s PayPal account has been set up with a link on the web site to follow shortly. 
Membership:  Mike Folmer stated that membership currently numbers 163. This includes carryovers that will be dropped 
after March. If you still owe dues, please pay promptly, or you will be removed from the membership list. 
Newsletter:  Gerald Elgert thanked everyone who contributes to the newsletter and as always he welcomes new 
contributions. A poem was recently received, which reminds us that contributions can be more than traditional prose. 
Original artwork, such as drawings, is also welcome. In addition, inquiries about the club are being received from across 
the United States. Gerald personally recognized Jim Stedman’s untiring effort and Rick called out Jim for a fantastic 
past year of articles and effort. 
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Website:  Daryl Serafin stated that the website is currently being updated. New pictures are requested. 
Field Trips:  Rick announced a new concept for field trips, where he or someone else filling the official role of chairman 
would act as a coordinating point, but the individual trips themselves would be organized and led by club members. 
Materials for leading trips would be made available on the website. Sufficient time to announce a trip would be needed, 
since a field trip needs to be announced in order to be covered under the club’s insurance. Garrett announced the 
possibility of a spring break trip to a Devonian fossil site (Bob Carroll’s site) in Clarita, Oklahoma. Rick will get 
information for this on the website and in the newsletter. Gerald also mentioned the possibility of an August trip to 
British Columbia, Canada in conjunction with the Sierra College Museum.  [Editor’s note:  See article on trips elsewhere in 
this issue of The Rostrum.] 
Ways & Means:  Dick Grier, Sr. discussed the raffle and silent auction. Money taken from these activities each meeting 
are key to keeping the dues at $15, which is the same price since the club’s beginning 20 years ago! The intent is to 
maintain this as long as possible, so do please continue to partake in and enjoy these activities. 
Old Business:  Under old business, Mel Hurd brought up the MGS’s upcoming 20th Anniversary celebration. Amidst 
discussion, the urgent need for a committee became clear. To date, there has been a large number of diverse 
suggestions, ranging from forming a mineral trail to creating a new club branch in northern MD. Michael Hutchins has 
offered his house for a celebration event. He can accommodate up to 100 people. The biggest cost for such an event 
would be the restaurant or hall, so this option puts the club ahead in a planning sense. The next obvious question is when 
and what, e.g. pot-luck, catered, etc. Another idea is to enhance the club’s logo to represent the 20th anniversary. Rick 
and Mel working are working up concepts like adding a ring with the 20th anniversary lettering. Such simple augmentation 
would allow the logo to be rapidly transferred to objects like pins, hats, shirts, etc.  As for the financial coverage of a 
celebration event, Mel suggested a 50/50 commitment, i.e. half the cost paid by the club and the other half paid by the 
members. The rationale is to get a feel for commitment and avoid the picnic scenarios where the club has a significant 
outlay in terms of food and planning with very low participation. The intention is also to include spouses in any such event. 
Please contact Mel if interested in being part of the planning and implementation. [Editor’s note:  See Mel’s article on 
anniversary planning elsewhere in this issue.] 
New Business:  There was no new business to be discussed. 
Mineral of the Meeting:  Bob Farrar presented the mineral of the meeting talk on erythrite. 
Speaker:  Rick Smith presented a talk on “Dinosaur Hunting in Maryland.” [Editor’s note:  See article on this talk 
elsewhere in this issue.] 
Adjournment:  Following the business portion of the meeting, the raffle and silent auctions, and the meeting was then 
adjourned. 
 
 

MGS Member Michael Hutchins Edits New Volume on Evolution 

  
In association with The Wildlife Society (TWS), the Gale group (part of Cengage 
Learning) is publishing the completely rewritten second edition of Evolution, the 18th 
volume in its highly-regarded Grzimek’s Animal Life Encyclopedia.  Edited by Maryland 
Geological Society member and Executive Director/CEO of The Wildlife Society 
Michael Hutchins with Valerius Geist and Eric Pianka, Evolution is the first Grzimek’s 
volume published in affiliation with TWS.  “This compilation of essays on key topics in 
evolutionary biology comes at a critical time,” says Hutchins.  “The U.S. is losing its 
dominance in science and ranks well below other nations in the percentage of people 
who believe in evolution — the well-documented foundation of modern biology. An 
understanding of evolution is critical for wildlife and habitat conservation.”  Written 
for a broad audience, this volume of essays offers a comprehensive look at the science 
of evolution and explores why it matters today. It includes chapters on fossils, 
dinosaur, large mammal and human evolution and on a wide variety of other relevant 
topics written by experts in the field.  Evolution will be available in bookstores in late 
March. 

 
(Photo of the volume’s cover courtesy of Gale Group.) 
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Fossil Dreams 
David Blondin   

 
 

The alarm sounded with a 4AM beep, 
drank a quick cup, and laced boots on my feet. 
Drove two long hours with one stop for gas. 

paid the toll.  Parked the truck, and paddled fast. 
 

At the secret spot, I arrived before six. 
The nor’easter had eased, but had churned the mix. 
The clay was exposed and the sand was pushed back, 

can’t wait for first light, to begin the attack. 
 

But to spite my intentions the light never came, 
instead the clouds, the wind, more rain. 

The storm was not over the darkness prevailed, 
now trapped, too much wind, the mission will fail. 

 
Waited there for a while, cold and soaked to the bone. 
Do I turn and tuck tail, “should I paddle toward home?” 
After what seemed like forever, the tide coming in, 

the wind calmed, the rain stopped, the hunt could begin. 
 

What is that I see?  First large one in hand! 
Now a second and third, the fourth was grand! 
Dark bone was abundant, polluted the beach, 
another meg in the marl, too high to reach! 

 
As much as I climbed, just couldn’t grab hold, 
Now I am falling, the tooth’s tale untold. 

I land with a thud; my heart fills with break, 
It’s ALL been a DREAM, and now I’m AWAKE! 

 
The trip felt so real, it hurts me to say, 

That it’s now 4:05 and I must start the day. 
I drink a quick cup, lace boots on my feet, 
But to work I must go, not to the beach! 

 
I wonder how it would feel to make such a find, 

Like the 25 teeth (from Lee Creek), exposed to Becky Hyne. 
Or the Parotodus set found by George Powell Jr. 

Now, I am dreaming of the future… 
 

A future of fossil hunts, sharing finds with all, 
A future for my kids to experience the “geological crawl”. 

Takes more than knowledge, a lot of time it seems. 
At least I have my Fossil Dreams. 
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Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, March 20th – MGS Meeting 

  

Meeting Time & Location 
11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

Bowie Community Center 
3209 Stonybrook Drive, Bowie, MD 20715 

301-464-1737 

 
Location/Directions:  The Center is located off of Route 450 in Bowie.  Detailed directions and a map can be found on the 
MGS website. 

 

Mineral of the Meeting: Brazilianite.  Bring a few choice specimens to the meeting. 

 

Dr. Cari Corrigan will speak on “Antarctic meteorites.” 
 

 

2011 Dues Are Due 
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